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Applicant hereby requests that this panel of examiners review the rejections of 
claims 25 and 31 under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being obvious over U.S. Patent Publication No. 
2004/0024463 ("Thomas"). 

Claim 25 requires the additional step of spraying uncured bone cement onto the 
web-like arrangement of wires to interconnect the wires at the points of contact. Claim 31 
requires the device that applies the uncured bone cement onto the web-like arrangement of 
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wires to be a spraying device. The Examiner did not specifically delineate the reasoning as 
to why claims 25 and 31 were anticipated by or obvious over Thomas. The Examiner did 
point to paragraph [0118] of Thomas for the teaching that it is known to introduce bone 
cement into vertebrae. However, it is neither known nor obvious to spray the bone cement 
onto a web-like arrangement of wires within a bone structure. 

As discussed in the background of the present application, the prior art 
contemplated filling the cavity of the fractured vertebra with bone cement to increase the 
structural integrity of the vertebra. Thus, the most that Thomas suggests is that the cavity 
of the fractured vertebra is to be filled with a bone cement after implant of the wire. 
Notably, several problems are associated with this technique, including the filling of any 
space needed for long-term therapeutic treatment, necrosis of bone tissue due to the heat 
generating by the bone cement during the curing process, and shrinkage of the bone 
cement, thereby leaving a loose ball within the vertebral cavity. (See page 2, line 20 to 
page 3, line 5 of specification). However, by spraying bone cement to stabilize and 
reinforce of web-arrangement of wires, the structural integrity of a fractured vertebra can be 
increased without experiencing the problems associated with filling the vertebra cavity with 
bone cement. (See page 12, lines 13-25 of specification). Thomas does not suggest 
spraying bone cement on a web-arrangement of wires for this reason or for any other 
reason. 
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Based on the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests that claims 25 and 31 be 
allowed. 



Respectfully submitted, 
VISTA IP LAW GROUP LLP 
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Michael J. Boferf 
Reg. No. 42,339 
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Vista IP Law Group LLP 
2040 Main Street, 9 th Floor 
Irvine, CA 92614 
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